
Dear Parents and Carers,

We extend our congratulations to all our students for their reverent 
behaviour and active participation at the Induction of School 
Leaders Mass, held at the Holy Family Church last Wednesday. It was 
an important occasion and we are very proud of each and every one 
of our school leaders who received their badges during this special 
Mass. 

Last Thursday was filled with excitement as our school came 
together for our annual Swimming Carnival. It was a delight to 
witness so many of our students dive into the pool, demonstrating 
sportsmanship and camaraderie as they cheered each other on. A 
special congratulations to all participants for your enthusiastic 
involvement. 

We are thrilled to announce that a squad of 28 talented students has 
been selected to represent Holy Family School at the upcoming 
Cluster Carnival in Parkes this coming Friday. We wish them the best 
of luck and know they will carry the values of our school with them 
as they compete.

This week, we mark the solemn occasion of Ash Wednesday with a 
special Liturgy in our school hall at 12:15 pm. Ash Wednesday holds 
great significance in the Church calendar as it signifies the beginning 
of Lent—a period of reflection, repentance, and spiritual growth. We 
encourage all students and families to join us as we commence this 
sacred season together.

Looking for a fun-filled evening for the whole family? Look no 
further than the 'Back to School Bash' hosted by the Parents and 
Friends Association. Join us at the Town Bowling Club this Friday 
evening for an enjoyable evening of socialisation and fun for the 
children. We encourage all families to come along to this event.

Denise Gersbach

Principal

Term 1 Week 3 12th February 2024

TUESDAY
Shrove Tuesday

(Pancakes at 
Canteen for $1)

WEDNESDAY
Ash Wednesday
Liturgy 12:15pm 

(Hall) 

FRIDAY
Cluster 

Swimming 
Carnival (Parkes)

P&F Back to 
School Bash 5pm 

(Parkes Town 
Bowling Club)



⭐Star of the Week⭐
Star of the Week

Ceinwyn Farrell is the Star of the Week for demonstrating our Core Values (In Praise, Love 
and Trust) and for always being positive and consistent.
Interview with Ceinwyn What is your favourite subject? Mathematics

In your free time, what do you like to 
do?

I like to draw and colour in 
pictures. Sometimes I like to 
play challenging board games.

What is your favourite food? Sushi

What do you like most about our 
school?

The students and staff are 
very kind and respectful.

What are your strengths? I’m good at creative writing.

What would you like to be when you 
grow up ?

A dentist

Term 1  Week 3: Manner of the Week (From our Core Value - LOVE) 
❖   Show empathy, tolerance and understanding

Country National Animal

Australia

Germany

United States

Canada

India

Brazil

France

Russia

Thailand

China

This fortnight's challenge is to conduct some research and fill in the correct answers.

If there are multiple winning entries, your name will go into a draw. The winners will be drawn out 
of a hat and receive a prize at our School Assembly. Please write your name and answer on a 
piece of paper and hand it to me any time this week.
I hope everyone has a great week.
Andrew Berger



Assembly Awards
Week 10

Religious Education

★ Lent begins on Ash Wednesday- 14th February 

There will be a special Ash Wednesday Liturgy in the school hall, 
organised and led by Stage 2. 
Ash Wednesday- The first day of Lent is Ash Wednesday. It is a special day 
of reflection, where Catholics wear a marking of the cross in ash on their 
foreheads. The Ash Wednesday ashes are created by burning palms from the 
previous year’s Palm Sunday celebration. Ash Wednesday begins the 40 days of the 
Church’s liturgical season of Lent, a time when Catholics remember how Jesus spent 40 
days in the desert fasting and resisting temptation. Lent is a time of prayer, penance and 
charitable works. 
Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Tuesday) 13th February
The Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, Catholics celebrate Shrove 
Tuesday by making and eating pancakes. The tradition of making 
pancakes began because it was a way to use up rich foods such 
as eggs, milk, and sugar, before the fasting season of the 40 days 
of Lent. Robynne will be selling delicious pancakes at the 
canteen during Recess on Tuesday at $1 each. 

Sacrament of Confirmation.
All Catholic students in Year 6, 2024, have the opportunity to make their Sacrament of 
Confirmation. The Sacrament of Confirmation Mass will take place at Holy Family Parish 
Church at 6:00pm on Friday, 22nd March, 2024.  
A note with more details will be sent home shortly, along with an enrolment form. 

Mass/Liturgy Date & Time Church/Chapel/Hall Class

Ash Wednesday Whole School Liturgy Wednesday, 14  February, 2024 12:15pm HF Hall Stage 2

Sacrament of Confirmation (Year 6) Friday, 22 March, 2024 6:00pm HF Church Stage 3

Holy Thursday School Whole Liturgy Thursday, 28 March, 2024       12:15 pm HF Hall Whole School

We look forward to the Masses/Liturgies in Term 1. 

● Further information regarding the Masses/Liturgies will be sent home closer to their 
dates. 

I hope everyone has a wonderful week. 

Beverly Berger

6th Week in Ordinary Time Ash Wednesday/Thursday & Friday after Ash Wednesday



Assembly Awards Notes

RSVP: Click HERE

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4luUFkLsIOKsTpn0rCPag2CI0Qe1X4TMcWcCZBk0hy0tDKQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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CHILD SAFE SCHOOLS AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENTS 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS  
We take our responsibility to protect children seriously. All staff are expected to promote child 
safety by having a clear understanding  of their legal child protection responsibilities and act in 
accordance with those responsibilities.  
In particular the school will:  

● Maintain professionalism in our interactions with children at all times by exercising 
appropriate duty of care and maintaining professional boundaries. 

● Follow an established process to address allegations of inappropriate behaviour by staff 
towards children. 

● Ensure all people working in our school who are required to undertake a Working With 
Children Check have a valid clearance. 

● Respond appropriately when we suspect a child is at risk of significant harm due to possible 
abuse or neglect by a parent/carer or other adult. 

 
RESPONDING TO RISK OF HARM  
All school staff are mandatory reporters. This means that if there are reasonable grounds to 
suspect that a child is at risk of ‘significant harm’ from abuse or neglect, then a report must be 
made to the Department of Communities & Justice Child Protection Helpline (CP Helpline). 
 
School staff are to inform the Principal if they are concerned that a child may be at risk. It is the 
role of the Principal to make the report to the CP Helpline. 
In making a report the Principal will consider all of the information and seek appropriate advice 
from the Catholic Education Office. Any information about a child at risk is kept confidentially by 
the Principal. 
 
In situations where a child is considered to be at risk, the school will work with the child and family 
to assist them as much as possible. 
If you have any concerns about a child who you consider may be at risk, please discuss your 
concerns with the Principal as soon  as possible and maintain confidentiality.  
 

Notes
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