
Term 3 Week 9 - 15th September 2025

9
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Questacon 

Fascinating Science

Thursday
Times Table 

Challenge Final 
11.45AM

Friday
Biodiversity Lessons

Years 4, 5 & 6

Sporting Schools 
Cricket

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach the end of another busy and fruitful term, I would like to 
take this opportunity to reflect on the wonderful achievements and 
activities that have taken place recently within our school community.

What a tremendous finale we enjoyed last Wednesday at the Holy Family’s 
Got Talent competition! The creativity, skill and enthusiasm displayed by 
all our finalists were inspiring. The performances were incredibly 
entertaining and our judges had the most challenging task of selecting 
the winners. I encourage you to take a look at the results listed later in 
this newsletter and join me in congratulating all participants for their 
outstanding efforts.

Last Friday, 17 of our students proudly represented Holy Family School at 
the Polding Athletics Carnival in Newcastle. I am thrilled to share that 
several of our athletes achieved extraordinary results:

Emrys Cassidy – Silver in 800m and 1500m
Nate Calabro – Gold in 800m and 1500m
Seth King – Silver in Long Jump
These three talented students have been selected to join the Polding team 
and will compete at the NSWPSSA Carnival next term. Congratulations to 
Emrys, Nate and Seth on this remarkable achievement and well done to 
all our students who represented our school with pride and 
sportsmanship.

This week we are excited to hold the final rounds of the Times Tables 
Challenge. Congratulations to all students who have worked so hard to 
reach the final stage. We look forward to witnessing some impressive 
displays of mathematical mastery during the year-level finals. Best of 
luck to all our finalists!

As the term draws to a close, I would like to express my gratitude to our 
dedicated staff for their tireless efforts in ensuring a safe, engaging and 
enriching learning environment for all our students. I also want to 
acknowledge the hard work and commitment of our students, who 
continue to strive for excellence in all they do.

Denise Gersbach
Principal



What is your favourite subject? Art

In your free time, what do you 
like to do?

I like to draw and read

What is your favourite food? Pizza

What do you like most about 
our school?

Everyone is really nice at our 
school

Drawing and singing

What would you like to be when 
you grow up ?

A doctor and an artist

Term 3  Week 9:  Manner of the Week (From our Core Value - PRAISE) 

 

This fortnight's challenge is to see how well you know your folktales.

⭐Star of the Week⭐

Look for the good in others and acknowledge their efforts or achievements

⭐Star of the Week⭐

Interview with Aiyshu

Aiyshu Thammitalage is the Star of the Week for demonstrating our Core 
Values (In Praise, Love, and Trust) and for always displaying steadfast 
determination and genuine thoughtfulness in all that she does.

1. What is a folktale? a) A story told using only pictures 
b) A traditional story passed down through 
generations 
c) A story about a superhero 
d) A story that only happens in outer space  

2. In the story of "Hansel and Gretel," what is 
the house made of?** 

a) Bricks and wood 
b) Gingerbread and sweets 
c) Stone and straw 
d) Ice and snow

3. What do folktales usually teach us? a) How to do maths 
b) A moral or life lesson 
c) How to play sports 
d) A magic trick  



If there are multiple winning entries, your name will go into a draw. The winners will be drawn out 
of a hat and receive a prize at our School Assembly. Please write your name and answers on a 
piece of paper and hand it to me any time this week.

I hope everyone has a great week.
Andrew Berger

4.  What is the main lesson 
in "The Boy Who Cried 
Wolf"? 

a) Wolves are dangerous animals 
b) Always tell the truth, or people may not believe you 
c) Never live near a wolf 
d) Being loud will help you get what you want 

5. What kind of characters 
are often found in folktales?

a) Talking animals or magical creatures 
b) Robots and aliens 
c) Famous movie stars 
d) Knights with superpowers 

6. What is usually the role of 
animals in folktales?
 

a) They are just pets 
b) They are often the main characters and can talk or teach 
lessons 
c) They only appear in the background 
d) They are always the villains 

7. Which of these is a 
common feature of 
folktales?

a) They are always written by famous authors 
b) They are often shared by word of mouth 
c) They are always about real events 
d) They never have happy endings  

8. What makes folktales 
special?

a) They are told the same way in every country 
b) They are unique to each culture and reflect its traditions 
c) They are only read in schools 
d) They are only about magic  

9. In the folktale "Stone 
Soup," what do the villagers 
learn?

a) Sharing and working together can create something 
wonderful 
b) Stones can be used to make soup 
c) It’s important to keep secrets 
d) Always help strangers  

10. Why are folktales 
important?
 

a) They are full of fun and excitement 
b) They help us learn about different cultures and values 
c) They are always about animals 
d) They are only for adults



Religious Education
Twenty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Assembly Awards
Week 6

Mini Vinnies- Social justice Excursion
Year 6 students in Stage 3 will be visiting the Saint Vincent de Paul Society Shop on 
Tuesday, 16th September, to learn first-hand from St Vincent de Paul Society 
members how they serve the community of Parkes. 

Saint Vincent de Paul Liturgy & mufti mission day-25th 
September
Stage 3 is organising the St Vincent de Paul Liturgy. There will be special guests attending 
from the St Vincent De Paul Society, Parkes and Forbes Conferences. 
At the liturgy, the Stage 3 students will receive Mini Vinnies Certificates and the elected 
leaders will be commissioned. 

Mission Stalls 
● There will be Mission Stalls to raise funds for the SVdP Society on Thursday, 25th 

September. Each class will run their own stall. Class teachers will organise their class 
stall. 

● Students can wear mufti for a gold coin donation. 
● All parents and friends are invited to come along and support this wonderful cause. 
● Let’s get together to help the most vulnerable in our local 

community.

Upcoming Feast Days-                                                                  
27th September- Saint Vincent de Paul  

Upcoming Masses and Liturgies-                   
*Saint Vincent de Paul Liturgy 
Thursday, 25th September, 10.15am, HFS Hall
Mufti Mission Day Stalls (after the Liturgy)

Have a wonderful week!
Beverly Berger  
Religious Education Coordinator



Register Now

Assembly Awards
Week 8

AWARD CLASS STUDENT NAME

Student of the Week KJC Arjun Jodder

KC Abigail Smee

1S Finn Walker

2CR Georgie Harris

3N Ava Byrnes

4W Sophie Wood

5/6B Hunter Wythes

5/6HR Max Crowe

Recognition of Learning Award Infants - KJC Chelsea Spedding

Primary  - 3N Tessa Dugan

Consistently Following School 
Rules (based on Manner of the 
Week, Environment and 
Uniform)

Infants - KC Izak Malherbe

Primary - 4W Michael Jehan

Playground Behaviour Award Infants - 1S Archie Thomson

Primary - 
5/6HR

Aava Dhakal

Leadership Award Infants - 2CR Everleigh Albert

Primary - 5/6B Mia Malherbe

Living the Gospel Values Infants - KJC Mikayla Sibanda

Primary - 3N Reed Wild

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf


P&F Notes

Homegrown Parkes Markets
Your P&F will be running a stall selling homemade cakes, fruit & vegetables & hotdogs at the 
homegrown markets on Saturday 11th October.  This is a fantastic opportunity to raise some 
funds and showcase our school to the wider community.

 

If you can spare an hour or two to help on the stall or are able to donate cakes and slices or 
fruits & vegetables from your garden, please put your name in the roster in the attached link or 
contact the office.  Any donations of cakes, slices or fruits and vegetables can be dropped off on 
the day, prior to 9am please.



Holy Family’s Got Talent



Register Now

Notes

RURAL ROAD SAFETY MONTH - 
September 2024

Now in its seventh year, ARSF’s Rural Road 
Safety Month national awareness campaign 
targets regional and rural road safety 
throughout September. A national 
community-based road safety initiative, it is 
designed to highlight the additional risks when 
driving on rural and remote roads across 
Australia. 

Despite being less populated areas, deaths on 
rural and remote roads accounted for almost 
two thirds of the 2023 road toll. 

All road users are encouraged to get involved 
to help make a significant reduction in road 
trauma.

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf
https://arsf.com.au/rural-road-safety-month/
https://arsf.com.au/rural-road-safety-month/


Notes

PARENTS CHECK THE CHECK
In June 2013 legislation changed, requiring people 
working or volunteering with children under 18 
years to have a Working With Children Check.
The legislated phase-in for existing employees and 
volunteers in education took place between 1 April 
2016 and 31 March 2017. This included people 
working in private tuition and coaching - many of 
whom are self employed. This sector will now be 
subject to the Office of the Children's Guardian 
compliance program.

What does this mean for parents?

Parents engaging tutors for their children should be 
asking the tutor to provide a Working With Children 
Check application or clearance number - then 
verifying that number online.
Verifying a clearance online is quick and easy, and 
ensures that a Working With Children Check 
clearance is current.
Find out more: Who needs a Check

HELMET SAFETY
Helmet STAR - Safety Testing and Assessment 
Ratings
In NSW, bicycle riders must wear an approved helmet 
that is correctly fitted and fastened. Helmet STAR can 
help you choose the safest helmet.

All bicycle helmets sold in Australia must comply with an 
approved Australian or overseas standard for bicycle 
helmets. Helmet STAR awards a star rating from 1 to 5 
based on how well they protect a rider's head in a crash.

Helmets rated 5 stars are exceptional in crash protection 
and exceed the recognised helmet standard. Helmets 
rated 1 star meet the crash protection required of a 
recognised standard.

Why are helmets important?
Helmets are designed to cushion and protect your head 
from the impact of a crash. Wearing a helmet reduces the 
chance of suffering a preventable brain injury. Research 
shows bicycle helmets can reduce head injuries by about 
70% and reduce fatal head injuries by 65%. 

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/services/working-with-children
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/check-a-working-with-children-check-status
https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/working-children-check/who-needs-check
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety/bicycle-riders/helmet-star
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety/bicycle-riders/road-rules-for-bicycle-riders#Helmet_safety


Register Now

RURAL ROAD SAFETY MONTH - September 2024
Now in its seventh year, ARSF’s Rural Road Safety Month national awareness campaign targets 
regional and rural road safety throughout September. A national community-based road safety 
initiative, it is designed to highlight the additional risks when driving on rural and remote roads 
across Australia. 

Despite being less populated areas, deaths on rural and remote roads accounted for almost two 
thirds of the 2023 road toll. 

All road users are encouraged to get involved to help make a significant reduction in road trauma.

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf
https://arsf.com.au/rural-road-safety-month/
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Register Now

Term 3 Calendar

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf

