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GTR 8.40am             
(RE Room)

Wednesday
First Holy 

Communion Parent 
Meeting 5pm
(RE Room)

Friday
5/6B Chapel/Mass 

9.45am

Dear Parents and Carers,

It is hard to believe that we are already in Week 5 of Term 1! The start of 
the school year has flown by and I am continually impressed by the 
industriousness of our students in their learning. A special mention goes 
to our Kindergarten students, who have settled beautifully into the 
routines of ‘big school’. Watching them grow in confidence and 
independence is a joy for all of us.

Last week, our swimming team represented Holy Family School with 
pride at the Cluster Carnival. Their sportsmanship was outstanding. We 
are thrilled to announce that 12 students have qualified to compete at 
the Diocesan Carnival on 6th March. We wish them all the very best as 
they continue to represent our school at the next level.

This week, our Junior Aboriginal Education Consultative Group (AECG) 
representatives will attend their first meeting of the year with other 
student representatives in town. This is a wonderful opportunity for our 
students to develop leadership skills and work collaboratively to 
strengthen cultural connections within our school and local community.

Our Year 3 students are preparing for a significant milestone in their 
faith journey as they celebrate their First Holy Communion this weekend 
at Holy Family Church. There will be a special parent meeting on 
Wednesday evening at 5pm in the Religion room for families of children 
making this sacrament. We invite all families to join us at Sunday 
morning Mass to share in this special celebration.

A huge thank you to our P&F Association for hosting the Back to School 
Bash and Term 1 Disco last week. The event was a fantastic way to bring 
our school community together and celebrate the start of the year. It 
was wonderful to see so many families in attendance. A special thanks to 
all the volunteers who gave their time and energy to make the evening 
such a success.

As we continue through the term, I encourage you to stay connected 
with the school by attending events, reading our newsletters, and 
keeping in touch with your child’s teachers. Your involvement and 
support play an essential role in our vibrant school community.

Denise Gersbach

Principal



What is your favourite subject? Art

In your free time, what do you like to do? Read and draw

What is your favourite food? Lamb roast

What do you like most about our school? Everybody is really 
nice

I’m good at swimming

What would you like to be when you 
grow up ?

A vet

⭐Star of the Week⭐

Term 1  Week 5:  Manner of the Week (From our Core Value - LOVE) 

This fortnight’s challenge is about the Winter Olympics 2026.

● Be patient - Sometimes, showing love means waiting your turn or 
giving others a chance.

1. Sushi comes from which country? A. China
 B. Japan
 C. Thailand
 D. Korea

2. Tacos are a traditional food from: A. Spain
 B. Italy
 C. Mexico
 D. Brazil

Hope Sargent is our Star of the Week for being a wonderful new member of our school 
community. She has embraced new routines with confidence, and made a fantastic start 
to the year. Hope is already demonstrating our core values of Praise, Love and Trust 
through a positive attitude, kindness towards others, and a willingness to do her best. 

Interview with Hope



⭐Star of the Week⭐

If there are multiple winning entries, your name will go into a draw. The winners will be 
drawn out of a hat and receive a prize at our School Assembly. Please write your name 
and answer on a piece of paper and hand it to me any time this week.
I hope everyone has a great week.
Andrew Berger

3. Pizza was first made famous in: A. France
 B. Italy
 C. USA
 D. Greece

4. Croissants are commonly eaten in: A. Germany
 B. France
 C. Belgium
 D. Sweden

5. Bratwurst sausages are traditional 
in:

A. Austria
 B. Switzerland
 C. Germany
 D. Poland

6. Paella is a traditional dish from: A. Portugal
 B. Spain
 C. Argentina
 D. Peru

7. Dim sum is commonly eaten in: A. Japan
 B. Vietnam
 C. China
 D. Mongolia

8. Lamingtons are a famous treat from: A. New Zealand
 B. Australia
 C. Canada
 D. South Africa

9. Poutine is a popular dish from: A. Canada
 B. USA
 C. Ireland
 D. Scotland

10. Falafel is often eaten in: A. Greece
 B. Egypt
 C. Middle Eastern countries
 D. Turkey



Religious Education
First Week in Lent  

Assembly Awards
Term 4 - Week 8

The Ash Wednesday whole school liturgy was a beautiful way 
begin the Lenten Season. The students participated with reverence and the
readings, prayers and hymns reminded us to be humble, forgiving, generous and 
helpful to those in need. A big THANK YOU to the Stage 1 teachers and students for 
organising and leading the liturgy. 

*Wilcannia-Forbes Project Compassion Launch
All Stage 3 students joined other schools in the diocese 
to participate in the Wilcannia-Forbes Project Compassion Launch, 
which was livestreamed from St Joseph's Parish School in 
Condobolin. It was a beautiful liturgy which highlighted the 
importance of loving and helping our neighbours. 
Please click on the link for a short 
video message from Bishop Columba to launch this year’s 
Project Compassion Campaign across our schools:

*Sacrament of Eucharist (First Holy Communion)
There are 11 children who will be making their First Holy Communion on 
Sunday, 1st March, 9.30am at Holy Family Catholic Church. 
A note went home last week via COMPASS to all parents/carers concerned, 
regarding important details. 
*All children must be at the Father Pat Centre by 9:00am on the day, where they will receive a 
special commemorative pin and then get organised to process into the church.  The Father 
Pat Centre is towards the back gate of the church premises. 

First Holy Communion is a significant sacrament 
in the Catholic Church and marks a person’s first 
reception of the Eucharist, the Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ. This sacred milestone, also known as 
the First Eucharist, is typically celebrated around 
the age of seven/eight or Year 3, after children 
have received their First Reconciliation. 

I hope everyone has a wonderful week. 
Beverly Berger 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MgILMmEAUqL5wyeXtsTfnDrQV6lu4isT/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MgILMmEAUqL5wyeXtsTfnDrQV6lu4isT/view?usp=drive_link


Register Now

Wiradjuri
Assembly Awards

Term 4 - Week 6

In their Wiradjuri lessons, the Kindergarten students had a wonderful time 
pretending to be a kangaroo, koala, and snake. They also enjoyed throwing a 
boomerang as part of a relay game, before guiding a plastic ring around the 
animal they were acting out. Everyone had lots of fun! 

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf


Register Now

Assembly Awards
Assembly Awards

Term 4 - Week 6

AWARD CLASS STUDENT NAME

Student of the Week KJ Grace Edwards

KC Marli Jayet

1C George Wright

2CR Joel Hazelton

3N Braith Stevenson

4WR Elsie Galvin

5/6B Max Crowe

5/6HW Arlo Cassidy

Recognition of Learning Award Infants - KJ Elliana Ringk

Primary  - 3N Sawyer Dengate

Consistently Following School 
Rules (based on Manner of the 
Week, Environment and 
Uniform)

Infants - 2CR Navy Edwards

Primary - 5/6HW Harvey Gray

Playground Behaviour Award Infants - KC Henry McGrath

Primary - 4WR Finley Gibbons

Leadership Award Infants - 1C Arjun Jodder

Primary - 5/6B Matilda McGrath

Living the Gospel Values Infants - KJ Elsie Cowling

Primary - 3N Morgan Wykes

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf


Register Now

Notes
Assembly Awards

Term 4 - Week 6

Register Now

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf
https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf


Register Now

Notes
Assembly Awards

Term 4 - Week 6

KEEPING YOUR CHILDREN SAFE 
WHEN DROPPING OFF AND PICKING 

UP AT SCHOOL
Here are a few things you can do to help keep your children and 
others safer during drop-off and pick-up times during the school 
week:

● Make sure your children are fastened in the correct 
child car seat for their age and size and that it is fitted 
correctly.

● Stick to the 40km/h speed limit in a school zone and 
look out for children who may be about.

● Watch for flashing lights on buses. They let you know 
that there may be children crossing or about to cross 
the road. A 40km/h limit applies when school bus lights 
flash.

● Always give way to pedestrians particularly when 
entering and leaving driveways.

● Always park and turn legally around schools. 
Manoeuvres such as U-turns and three-point turns
are dangerous during busy school drop-off and pick-up 
times.

● Drop your children off and pick them up on the school 
side of the road in your school’s designated drop-off 
and pick-up area. Never call out to them from across 
the road – they may run to you without checking for 
traffic.

● It’s safest for children to get out of the car through the 
Safety Door, away from passing traffic. This is the rear 
footpath side door of the car.

For more information on keeping our kids safe around schools 
visit the parents section on safetytown.com.au

BUS SAFETY WEEK
Bus Safety Week, from Monday 17 – Sunday 23 February, raises 
awareness among all road users on how to stay safe on and 
around buses, helping to reduce injuries and fatalities. Please 
visit the Transport for NSW Website for more information.

School-aged children might seem independent, but 
they still need a hand.

Remember:
● Always meet your child at school or the bus stop. 

Never wait on the opposite side of the road and call 
them across.

● Always supervise your child and hold their hand when 
walking to and from the bus stop/interchange and when 
crossing the road until they're at least 10 years old.

● Wait until the bus has gone then use a safe place to 
cross the road.

● Encourage your child to take a seat quickly when they 
get on the bus and to buckle up if the bus has 
seatbelts.

● Talk to your children about using  Stop! Look! Listen! 
Think! every time they cross the road.

Stop one step back from the kerb.
● Look continuously both ways.
● Listen for the sounds of approaching traffic.
● Think whether it's safe to cross and keep checking until 

you're safely across.

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1095KUCruKDiM5qc6Uoy0ZmQ_IzyGcJtc/view?usp=sharing
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety/road-users/drivers/be-bus-aware


Register Now

Notes
Assembly Awards

Term 4 - Week 6

STUDENT AMBULANCE COVER 
CONDITIONS

Student Ambulance Cover applies to 
transportation following a student accident, not 
an illness or medical condition. School policy 
is to call an ambulance in the event of a 
serious injury or illness (eg severe asthma 
attack, anaphylactic reaction, seizure etc). If 
your child has a pre existing medical condition 
that falls into this category, please be aware 
that the cost of the ambulance may be at the 
parent's expense if you do not have family 
ambulance cover.

STUDENTS ON VISA
For our families from overseas, it is important 
that the school has details of your current 
residency status.

Please provide us with your new visa grant 
notice or Australian citizenship documents, if:

● there has been any change in your 
visa sub class or the expiry date, or

● if you previously had a visa but have 
now become an Australian citizen

HFS P&F AGM Online Meeting Link

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/44220004940389?p=GOHDMvPFWlI9eaALkz


Register Now

Term 1 - Parent Calendar

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf

