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Dear Parents and Carers,

Catholic Schools Week last week was a wonderful celebration of our 
great Holy Family School. It was pleasing to see so many family 
members visiting our classrooms, enabling our students to proudly 
share their learning and the wonderful work happening each day 
across our school. Thank you to our staff and families for the way you 
support our children and strengthen our community.

Dads in School Day last Friday was also a great success. It was terrific 
to welcome dads and special father figures who joined their children for 
games, painting and a range of activities. These moments of connection 
help build our strong communities of belonging and remind us that 
families are our children’s first educators.

Good luck to Curtis Arndell who is representing Polding at the 
NSWPSSA Hockey Championships in Bathurst this week. 

Last week we concluded our athletics trials in preparation for our 
upcoming carnival. Qualifying students for each field event will be 
notified this week. Congratulations to the placegetters in the 1500m 
event, which was run last Wednesday. It was pleasing to see such large 
nominations of children competing, and I commend all students for 
their effort and sportsmanship.

Our Spelling Bee finalists have now been decided and are listed in this 
newsletter. Congratulations to all finalists who will compete in our 
Spelling Bee on Wednesday 27th May.

Finally, best wishes to Ashton Albert, Max Crowe, Finley Gibbons and 
Arshi Jodder who will represent our school at the CWA Public Speaking 
Competition on Tuesday. We are proud of you and know you will be 
wonderful ambassadors for Holy Family School.

Wishing everyone a wonderful week!

Denise Gersbach
Principal



⭐Star of the Week⭐
Mavis Jordan is our Star of the Week for demonstrating our core values of Praise, 
Love and Trust. She strives to do her best at all times and actively participates in 
activities. Mavis encourages others to join in and shows great enthusiasm. 

What is your favourite subject? Art

In your free time, what do you like 
to do?

Draw with friends

What is your favourite food? Strawberries

What do you like most about our 
school?

The teachers are really kind

Sport

What would you like to be when 
you grow up ?

An artist

Interview with Mavis

Term 2  Week 5:  Manner of the Week (From our Core Value - PRAISE) 

Choose love—be kind, include everyone. 

This fortnight’s challenge is on- Mathematical terminology 

1. What does the word “sum” mean?
 

A. Subtraction
 B. Addition
 C. Division
 D. Multiplication

2. What is the correct word for “−”?
 

A. Add
 B. Multiply
 C. Minus
 D. Equals



3. What does “product” mean?
 

A. The answer to addition
 B. The answer to subtraction
 C. The answer to multiplication
 D. The answer to division

4. What does “difference” mean?
 

A. The answer to addition
 B. The answer to subtraction
 C. The answer to multiplication
 D. The answer to division

5. What does “quotient” mean?
 

A. The answer to addition
 B. The answer to subtraction
 C. The answer to multiplication
 D. The answer to division

6. What does the symbol “=” mean?  A. Not equal
 B. Greater than
 C. Equals
 D. Less than

7. What does “total” mean?
 

A. The answer after subtraction
 B. The answer after addition
 C. The answer after division
 D. The answer after multiplication

8. What does “estimate” mean?  A. An exact answer
 B. A close guess
 C. A formula
 D. A measurement tool

9. What does “remainder” mean? A. The answer in addition
B. The amount left over after division
C. The product of multiplication
D. The difference in subtraction 

10. What does “numerator” mean? A. The bottom number in a fraction
B. The top number in a fraction
C. The answer to multiplication
D. A type of shape 

If there are multiple winning entries, your name will go into a draw. The winners will be 
drawn out of a hat and receive a prize at our School Assembly. Please write your name 
and answer on a piece of paper and hand it to me any time this week. 
I hope everyone has a great week.
 Andrew Berger



Religious Education
Seventh Week of Easter                               

There are also some very important feast days coming up. 
Upcoming Feast Days
May 17 - THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD (The Ascension is a liturgical Solemnity 
celebrated by all the Christian Churches. It falls on the fortieth day after Easter Sunday).
May 24- PENTECOST (Celebrated 50 days after Easter, it marks the Holy Spirit's descent 
upon Jesus' apostles in Jerusalem, empowering them to spread the gospel and marking 
the birth of the Christian Church).
May 24- OUR LADY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS 
May 31- THE MOST HOLY TRINITY (Celebrated on the first Sunday after Pentecost It 
honours the central dogma of the Trinity: one God in three Persons—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit).

“What can you do to promote world peace? Go home and love your family.” Saint Teresa of Calcutta

I hope everyone has a wonderful week. 
Beverly Berger 

Well done to the staff and students of 
Stage 3 for preparing and organising the 
beautiful Catholic Schools Week Liturgy 
last Monday. It was wonderful to see our 
school community come together to celebrate Catholic schools, 
especially our lovely school.  

The Month of May is traditionally dedicated to Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. Catholics honour Mary by praying the Rosary daily during the 
month of May. 
During May, the Rosary will be prayed at 9.15am every Sunday before 
Mass at Holy Family Parish Church.

You can watch this video with your family if you would like your 
child/children to know how the Rosary is prayed. 
The Holy Rosary, for kids! - YouTube

Wilcannia-Forbes Diocesan Theme for 2026- Peace in our hearts. Peace in 
the World

Assembly Awards
Term 2- Week 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cq8izSEtKsc


Register Now

Assembly Awards

Term 4 - Week 6

Register Now

Congratulations to the following finalists for the 
Holy Family Parish School 

Spelling Bee 
                        Wednesday 27th May 2026

Year 2: Archer McWilliam, Jhaan Joshi, Joel Hazelton, Tully 
Cassidy, Jax Purcell, Navy Edwards

Year 3 : Mimi Sibanda, Georgie Harris, Frankie Clarke, Molly 
McCabe, Braith Stevenson, Mavis Jordan, Everleigh Albert, Sawyer 
Dengate. Aarnav Gautum

Year 4: Arshi Jodder, Elsie Galvin, Finley Gibbons, Tessa Dugan, 
Amelia Gersbach, Emrys Cassidy, Aiyshu Thammitalage

Year 5: Curtis Arndell, Jack Burt, Roy Clyburn, Mary Drooger, Mia 
Townsend, Sophie Wood

Year 6: Jasper Vigurs, Aava Dhakal, Max Crowe, Ethan Richings, 
Arlo Cassidy, Layla Al-Maliky, Olivia Culhane

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf
https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf


Register Now

Notes
Assembly Awards

Term 4 - Week 6

Register Now

The Holy Family School Play and 
Grow Playgroup on this Friday 
from 10AM - 11AM. See you there!

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf
https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf


Register Now

Assembly Awards

Term 4 - Week 6

Register Now

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf
https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf


Register Now

Assembly Awards

Term 4 - Week 6

Register Now

STUDENT ATTENDANCE

Student attendance is recorded each day. As a parent or caregiver you are 
responsible for ensuring your child attends school every day unless your child:

● has an unavoidable medical or dental appointment
● is required to attend a recognised religious holiday
● is required to attend an exceptional or urgent family circumstance (such as 

attending a funeral)
● is sick, or has an infectious illness.

If you are having difficulty getting your child to attend school regularly, please 
discuss this with the school principal.
If your child has to be absent from school for any reason, please update this 
within 7 days on the Compass Parent Portal or explain the reason by phone, 
e-mail or written note as soon as possible. Late arrivals and/or early departures 
can only be entered via the Compass Kiosk at the office.
After 7 days, the absence will remain as ‘Unexplained’ and cannot be 
changed (NSW Education Act 199

HELPING CHILDREN ON AND OFF THE BUS SAFELY
Your children are most at risk in the minutes after getting off the bus. Here are some 
ways you can reduce this risk: 

● Always meet your child at the bus stop. Never meet them on the opposite side of 
the road and call them across. 

● Wait until the bus has gone, then choose a safe place to cross the road. 
Remember to Stop! Look! Listen! Think! 

● If you cannot meet your child, organise for another trusted adult to take your 
place. 

● Wait at the bus stop and stand at least one step back from the edge of the road.
● Always wait until the bus has gone, then use a safe place to cross. 
● Buckle up if the bus has seat belts. 

Model safe pedestrian behaviour. Children learn safe road user habits from you and will 
continue them later on when they are old enough to travel alone. 

Until your child is at least eight years old, hold their hand on the footpath, in the carpark 
and when crossing the road. Up until at least 10 years old, supervise your child very 
closely, holding their hand when crossing the road.

For more information on keeping our kids safe around schools visit the parents section 
on safetytown.com.au

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf
https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf


Register Now

Term 2 - Parent Calendar

https://parkes.wf.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2024/08/Kindergarten-Transition-Enrolment-Form.pdf

