
Term 3 Week 5 - 17th August 2026
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Monday
ICAS Science

Wednesday
ICAS Spelling Bee

Thursday
Confirmation Parent 
Information Session 

5pm (RE Room)

Friday
Assembly - 2.45pm

(Hall)

Sunday
Family Mass - 5pm 

(HFS Chapel)

Dear Parents and Carers,

It was wonderful to see our students representing our school with such 
pride and sportsmanship at the Diocesan Athletics Carnival last 
Thursday. Congratulations to every competitor. We now have 19 
students who will represent the Diocese at the Polding Carnival in 
Newcastle later this term. A special mention to our record breakers on 
the day: Nazzarine Payne, Emrys Cassidy, Allegra Cronin, Nate Calabro, 
and our Senior Boys relay team—Jack Burt, Nate Calabro, Hayden Jones 
and Arlo Cassidy. Well done on an outstanding achievement.

Thank you also to our parent and grandparent helpers who supported 
our canteen on the day. Your generous service helped create a real 
community atmosphere and your assistance was greatly appreciated.

This week is Bullying No Way: National Week of Action. Students will be 
engaging in age-appropriate learning and activities across the week 
that reinforce respect, safety and our shared responsibility to build 
communities of belonging where every child is known, valued and safe.

A reminder for families of students preparing for Confirmation: we will 
hold a parent information session on Thursday evening in the Religion 
Room at 5pm. Your partnership as primary educators in faith is 
essential and we look forward to sharing this important step in your 
child’s sacramental journey.

This Sunday, all families are warmly invited to our special Family Mass 
at 5.00pm in our school chapel. This is a beautiful opportunity to gather 
in prayer and strengthen our connection as a faith-filled community.

This week our Junior AECG members will attend the AECG meeting, and 
our school captains and vice captains will 
attend the Mercy Mass at RBCC. Finally, 
a reminder that assembly will be held on 
Friday at 2.45pm in our school hall. We 
hope you can join us.

Denise Gersbach
Principal



This fortnight’s challenge is on- The 2026 Commonwealth Games

⭐Star of the Week⭐

What is your favourite subject? Mathematics

In your free time, what do you like to do? Draw

What is your favourite food? Ice Cream

What do you like most about our school? The play equipment

Mathematics and 
running

What would you like to be when you 
grow up ?

A teacher

Interview with Ellie

Term 3  Week 5:  Manner of the Week (From our Core Value - TRUST) 

Ellie Gersbach is our Star of the Week for being a wonderfully well-mannered and 
respectful student. She consistently follows our school rules and listens carefully to her 
teachers’ instructions. Ellie is kind, caring and always willing to be a good friend to 
others. She treats everyone with respect, is thoughtful and considerate, and sets a 
wonderful example for those around her. Ellie also takes pride in her appearance and 
always wears her school uniform with pride. We are very proud of the positive attitude, 
friendly nature and excellent manners Ellie displays each day. 

Be kind, stand up for others, and treat everyone with respect. 

1. Which city hosted the 2026 
Commonwealth Games?

A. Melbourne
 B. Gold Coast
 C. Glasgow 
 D. Birmingham

2. In which country is Glasgow 
located?

A. England
 B. Wales
 C. Ireland
 D. Scotland 



If there are multiple winning entries, your name will go into a draw. The winners will be 
drawn out of a hat and receive a prize at our School Assembly. Please write your name 
and answer on a piece of paper and hand it to me any time this week. I hope everyone 
has a great week.

Andrew Berger

3. Approximately how many nations and 
territories compete in the Commonwealth 
Games?

A. 25
 B. 40
 C. 74 
 D. 100

4. Which Australian swimmer won gold in 
the men’s 400m freestyle?

 A. Kyle Chalmers
 B. Elijah Winnington
 C. Sam Short 
 D. Flynn Southam

5. Mollie O’Callaghan won gold in which 
event at Glasgow 2026?

A. 100m Butterfly
B. 200m Freestyle 
C. 200m Backstroke
D. 400m Individual Medley 

6. Which Australian athlete won gold in 
the women’s 10,000m athletics event?

A. Jemima Montag
B. Jessica Hull
C. Rose Davies 
D. Claudia Hollingsworth 

7. Which sport did Georgia Godwin win a 
gold medal in?

A. Swimming
B. Athletics
C. Cycling
D. Artistic Gymnastics 

8. Which Australian athlete won gold in 
the men’s discus?

A. Kurtis Marschall
B. Matt Denny 
C. Rohan Browning
D. Lachlan Kennedy

9. Mackenzie Little won a gold medal in 
which event?

A. Long Jump
B. Shot Put
C. Javelin 
D. Discus

10. Which Australian athlete won gold in 
the men’s pole vault?

A. Matt Denny
B. Kurtis Marschall 
C. Peter Bol
D. Cameron Myers 



Religious Education

TWENTIETH Week in ordinary time / Year A                             
There will be an Information Session on the 20th of August, 5pm, in 
the school RE Room for the parents of the children making their 
Confirmation. 
The children who are making their Confirmation are preparing for the
Sacrament in school by learning about-
★ The role and history of the Holy Spirit, starting from Pentecost.
★ The importance of Chrism oil and the laying on of hands by a bishop or priest.
★ How to choose a Confirmation saint for inspiration and a Christian role model.
★ The Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding, right judgment, 

courage, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord.
★ Key prayers and statements of faith, including the Apostles’ Creed.

The meaning of all Seven Sacraments, with a deep focus on Confirmation as a seal of 
faith. 

There will be a Family Mass on Sunday, 23rd August, 5.00pm, at the St 
Aloysius Chapel (the Chapel on the school premises). It would be wonderful to 
see families attend and children participating in the readings and offertory.  

*Sacrament of CONFIRMATION Information Session- 20th of 
August, 5pm, in the school RE Room for the parents of the children making 
their Confirmation. 
*Special blessings go out to our students who are preparing to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 

Upcoming Masses & Liturgies
* Family Mass - Sunday, 23rd August, 5pm - Chapel
*Sacrament of CONFIRMATION - Friday, 28th August, 6pm, Holy Family Parish 
Church
*Fathers’ Day Liturgy- 12.30pm HFS Hall (Stage 2) 

*Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary In-Class Liturgy                                                                             

I hope everyone has a wonderful week. 
Beverly Berger 





Monday 24th August Tuesday 25th August Wednesday 26th 
August

MC: Max & Aava
Stage: Isaac, Hayden, Nate & Rhys 

MC: Bill & Jasper
Stage: Kaleb, Seth, Prince, Ethan & Hunter

MC: Layla & Harvey
Stage: Jonti, Flo, Olivia & Tatum

Eyekons
Singing & Dancing
Amelia & Kendall

Sophie Rose
Singing 
Sophie

Mad Scientists
Experiment

Jax, Archer & Archie 

Peyton
Singing

Peyton C

Sparkle Girls
Dancing

Tully & Iris

Iconic Isla
Singing

Isla

Super Girls
Dancing

Ruby, Farrah, Nazzy, Matilda & Allegra

Tessa
Singing
Tessa 

MJI
Dancing

Mary, Jordan & Indigo 

The Fruits
Dancing

Navy, Emmerson & Ellie

The Jackson 11s
Dancing

Arlo, Nate, Hayden, Jonti, Rhys, Harvey, 
Piper, Tatum, Flo, Layla & Olivia

Sing
 Singing 

Roop Preet Kaur

Magic
Magic Tricks

Sanuja

Try My Best
Singing 

Ivy

Freeze Dance
Dancing

Sonny & Charlie 

Smooth Vibes
 Dancing on Hoverboard

Joel

The Bestie Club
Dancing

Peyton S, Naveah & Amity

Piano Artist
Playing Piano

Sydney

Arshi
Singing
Arshi

Sk8er Girl
Playing Keyboard

Aava

Katseye Trio
Dancing 

Ava, Hope & Aiyshu

Headlights
Playing Headlights by Allan Walker on Piano

Aarnav

Therapy!!
Acting

Max & Isaac

A Little Bit Bad
Singing
Hunter

Magic 
Magic/Card, Coin & Finger Tricks

Wanuja 

The Cowboys!
Playing Guitar & Singing

Toby, Harvey & Zoe

Twinkling Little Stars
Singing

Marli & Jedda

Karate
Karate Demonstration

Kolby

Guitar Girls
Playing Guitar & Singing

Molly, Piper, Georgie & Mavis

Billie Jean
Singing
Braith

Hit It
Playing Drums

Joey
Rollin’ Down Town

Singing
Roy & Mason

Girls Just Wanna Have Fun
Dancing

Isla, Chelsea & Millie 
Thriller
Harper

 Holy Family’s Got Talent Audition Timetable ~ Auditions begin at 1:15pm



Notes
Walking together safely to and from 

school
Walking to school and back home again is a great 
way to spend time with your children and encourage 
safe and healthy behaviours.

Here are a few things you can do to help keep your 
children safer as a pedestrian: 

● Talk with your children about being alert in 
the road environment.

● Plan and practice your trip to school so you 
use pedestrian crossings where possible.

● Always hold your child’s hand. Children 
need your help to spot dangers such as 
vehicles coming out of driveways. They can 
also be easily distracted and wander into 
traffic.

● Meet your child near the school gate and 
don’t call them from across the road.

● Explain why the place you have chosen is 
the safest place to cross.

● Remind your child to STOP! LOOK! LISTEN! 
THINK! every time they cross the road and 
keep checking until safely across.



Notes

The Holy Family School Play and 
Grow Playgroup on Friday from 
10AM - 11AM. See you there!



STUDENT ATTENDANCE
Regular attendance at school for every student is essential if students are to maximise their 
potential. Schools, in partnerships with parents, are responsible for promoting the regular 
attendance of students. While parents are legally responsible for the regular attendance of 
their children, school staff, as part of their duty of care, monitor part or whole day absences. 
Schools, in providing a caring teaching and learning environment, which addresses the 
learning and support needs of students, including those with additional learning and support 
needs or complex health conditions, foster students' sense of wellbeing and belonging to 
the school community.
Parents are responsible for:

● enrolling their children of compulsory school age in a government or registered 
non-government school or registering them with the NSW Education Standards 
Authority (NESA) for home schooling;

● ensuring that their children attend school every day the school is open for their 
instruction;

● explaining the absences of their children from school promptly and within 7 days to 
the school;

● working in partnership with the school to plan and implement strategies to support 
regular attendance at school, including communicating with the school if they are 
aware of issues impacting on their child's attendance or engagement with school. 

CYBER SAFETY - UNWELCOME WEBSITES
Unwelcome websites are often encountered when students search for information utilising 
Internet Search Engines such as Google, Bing,  etc. These websites often contain material 
that may be age inappropriate, sexually explicit, pornographic, violent and offensive. The 
following information guides for parents may be of interest and assistance in ensuring that 
your children are protected from offensive content when using the internet.

Welcome to iParent (https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent)
Where you can learn about the digital environment and how to help your child have safe 
and enjoyable online experiences. Our 10 minute interactive tour is for parents of pre-teens 
and young teens (10 to 14 years). It has plenty of tips and practical steps along the way so 
you can help your child explore safely and manage online issues should they arise. This is 
especially important at this age as they strive for independence and peer acceptance.
There are no right or wrong answers and you’ll get to see how other parents responded to 
the same questions.

STUDENT AMBULANCE COVER CONDITIONS
Student Ambulance Cover applies to transportation following a student accident, not an 
illness or medical condition. School policy is to call an ambulance in the event of a serious 
injury or illness (eg severe asthma attack, anaphylactic reaction, seizure etc). If your child 
has a pre existing medical condition that falls into this category, please be aware that the 
cost of the ambulance may be at the parent's expense if you do not have family ambulance 
cover.

https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent


Term 3  - Parent Calendar


