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Dear Parents and Carers,

Congratulations to all finalists in the final of Holy Family’s Got Talent! What a 
wonderful show it was last Wednesday, with so much energy and talent on 
display. Congratulations to our award winners, who are listed in today’s 
newsletter. 

Last Friday, 19 students represented our Diocese at the Polding Athletics 
Carnival with outstanding results. Congratulations to Emrys Cassidy (silver 
800m and 1500m), Nate Calabro (gold 800m and 1500m), Nazzarine Payne 
(gold 800m and 1500m), Dave Jeffress (gold long jump, silver discus and 
bronze shot put) and our senior boys relay team (Jack Burt, Nate Calabro, 
Hayden Jones and Arlo Cassidy – silver). These students will now represent 
Polding at the NSWPSSA Carnival next term. We are very proud of your 
effort, sportsmanship and perseverance.

This week we will hold the final of the Times Tables Challenge. Good luck to 
all of our mathematicians who have qualified for the final—may you be calm, 
confident and accurate as you show what you know.

A reminder that our Term 3 Disco will be held at 6 pm on Thursday night at the 
Ex-Services Club. The theme is “Crazy”. Sincere thanks to our P&F for 
coordinating this evening for our students.

On Friday we will hold a Mufti-Mission Day to raise money for the Dollar for 
Dusty cause as well as for our local St Vincent de Paul. The day will 
commence with a special liturgy in our hall at 10.15 am, followed by our 
Mission Day stalls. Parents are warmly invited to join us on the day. 

Denise Gersbach
Principal
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This fortnight’s challenge is on - My Town

⭐Star of the Week⭐

What is your favourite subject? Mathematics

In your free time, what do you like to do? Watch TV

What is your favourite food? Pizza

What do you like most about our school? I have lots of friends

Running

What would you like to be when you grow 
up ?

A doctor

Interview with Pulitha

Term 3  Week 9:  Manner of the Week (From our Core Value - LOVE) 

Pulitha De Silva is the Star of the Week for always being a responsible and well-mannered 
student. He has settled into our school very well and has quickly become a valued 
member of our classroom community. Pulitha strives to do his best at all times and 
approaches his learning with a positive attitude. His respectful behaviour, thoughtful nature 
and willingness to help others make him a wonderful role model for his classmates. Well 
done, Pulitha, and congratulations on being our Star of the Week!

Choose understanding over judgment. 

1. Which Australian state is Parkes 
located in?

A) Victoria
B) New South Wales
C) Queensland
D) South Australia

1. What is Parkes best known for 
internationally?

A) Its beaches
B) Its gold mines
C) Its radio telescope
D) Its rainforest



If there are multiple winning entries, your name will go into a draw. The winners will be 
drawn out of a hat and receive a prize at our School Assembly. Please write your name and 
answer on a piece of paper and hand it to me any time this week. I hope everyone has a 
great week.
Andrew Berger

1. What is the Parkes 
radio telescope 
commonly 
nicknamed?

A) The Dish
B) The Bowl
C) The Satellite
D) The Eye

1. What year did the 
Apollo 11 Moon 
landing take place?

A) 1965
B) 1967
C) 1969
D) 1971

1. Which organisation 
operates the Parkes 
radio telescope?

A) CSIRO
B) NASA
C) ESA
D) Bureau of Meteorology

1. What type of 
telescope is located 
at Parkes 
Observatory?

A) Optical telescope
B) Radio telescope
C) Solar telescope
D) X-ray telescope

1. Which film was 
inspired by the 
Parkes radio 
telescope?

A) The Castle
B) The Dish
C) Red Dog
D) Rabbit-Proof Fence

1. Which famous 
rock-and-roll singer 
is celebrated at the 
Parkes Elvis 
Festival?

A) Johnny Cash
B) Elvis Presley
C) Buddy Holly
D) Roy Orbison

1. What is one 
important role of the 
Parkes radio 
telescope?

A) Predicting earthquakes
B) Receiving and studying radio signals from 
space
C) Measuring ocean tides
D) Monitoring bushfires

1. Parkes is located in 
which part of New 
South Wales?

A) Far North Coast
B) Central West
C) South Coast
D) Northern Rivers



Religious Education
Twenty-Fourth Week in ordinary time / Year A

On Friday, 18th September, 10:15am, there will be a Saint Vincent de Paul Liturgy 
followed by Mufti Mission Stalls. All proceeds will go to the St Vincent De Paul 
Society and A Dollar for Dusty.

During the Liturgy 5 students from Stage 3 will be commissioned as the Mini 
Vinnies Leadership Committee. They are students who have displayed the Vinnies 
quality of See, Think & Do. They see a need, think about how they can help and do 
their best to assist. 
The Mini Vinnies student (all students in Years 5 and 6) will receive a Mini Vinnies 
certificate for their participation in Mini Vinnies. 

Diocesan Initiative-  

Topics covered in Class- 

Week 8- The Beauty of Kindness
Week 9- Compassion in Action
Week 10- Kindness Everyday

Living the Works of Mercy helps students see that faith is not only 
something we believe, but something we do. Through simple, everyday 
acts of kindness, we continue Jesus’ mission of love, bringing hope, 
peace and dignity to others. 

Upcoming Masses & Liturgies
Friday, 18th September- St Vincent de Paul Liturgy 10.15am followed by Mufti 
Mission Day Stalls 
I hope everyone has a wonderful week. 
Beverly Berger 





Notes
Walking together safely to and from 

school
Walking to school and back home again is a great 
way to spend time with your children and encourage 
safe and healthy behaviours.

Here are a few things you can do to help keep your 
children safer as a pedestrian: 

● Talk with your children about being alert in 
the road environment.

● Plan and practice your trip to school so you 
use pedestrian crossings where possible.

● Always hold your child’s hand. Children 
need your help to spot dangers such as 
vehicles coming out of driveways. They can 
also be easily distracted and wander into 
traffic.

● Meet your child near the school gate and 
don’t call them from across the road.

● Explain why the place you have chosen is 
the safest place to cross.

● Remind your child to STOP! LOOK! LISTEN! 
THINK! every time they cross the road and 
keep checking until safely across.



STUDENT ATTENDANCE
Regular attendance at school for every student is essential if students are to maximise their 
potential. Schools, in partnerships with parents, are responsible for promoting the regular 
attendance of students. While parents are legally responsible for the regular attendance of 
their children, school staff, as part of their duty of care, monitor part or whole day absences. 
Schools, in providing a caring teaching and learning environment, which addresses the 
learning and support needs of students, including those with additional learning and support 
needs or complex health conditions, foster students' sense of wellbeing and belonging to 
the school community.
Parents are responsible for:

● enrolling their children of compulsory school age in a government or registered 
non-government school or registering them with the NSW Education Standards 
Authority (NESA) for home schooling;

● ensuring that their children attend school every day the school is open for their 
instruction;

● explaining the absences of their children from school promptly and within 7 days to 
the school;

● working in partnership with the school to plan and implement strategies to support 
regular attendance at school, including communicating with the school if they are 
aware of issues impacting on their child's attendance or engagement with school. 
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HELMET SAFETY
Helmet STAR - Safety Testing and Assessment 
Ratings
In NSW, bicycle riders must wear an approved helmet 
that is correctly fitted and fastened. Helmet STAR can 
help you choose the safest helmet.

All bicycle helmets sold in Australia must comply with 
an approved Australian or overseas standard for 
bicycle helmets. Helmet STAR awards a star rating 
from 1 to 5 based on how well they protect a rider's 
head in a crash.

Helmets rated 5 stars are exceptional in crash 
protection and exceed the recognised helmet 
standard. Helmets rated 1 star meet the crash 
protection required of a recognised standard.

Why are helmets important?
Helmets are designed to cushion and protect your 
head from the impact of a crash. Wearing a helmet 
reduces the chance of suffering a preventable brain 
injury. Research shows bicycle helmets can reduce 
head injuries by about 70% and reduce fatal head 
injuries by 65%.  

https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety/bicycle-riders/helmet-star
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety/bicycle-riders/road-rules-for-bicycle-riders#Helmet_safety
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